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Curios  and  Relics 

Furniture 

Chairs 

Rocking  Chair  -  White 

House 

Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


Lincoln  Rocking  Chair 
Is  Acquired  by  Library 

Hartford,  Conn.,  Jan.  6.— (U.P.) 
•-Connecticut  State  Library  has 
'iBcquired  the  huge  rocking  chair 
which  was  a  favorite  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  while  he  was  in  the  White 
House. 

After  Lincoln's  death  the  chair 
was  given  to  his  secretary  of  the 
navy,  Gideon  Welles,  who  brought 
it  to  Hartford  with  him  when  his 
term  ended.  It  changed  hands 
several  times  and  in  1899  its  cus- 
todian was  former  Representative 
E.  Hart  Fenn  of  nearby  Wethers- 
field, 

Fenn's  widow  presented  it  to  the 
library  as  a  museum  piece. 

"It's  a  new  discovery  in  Lincoln 
memorabilia,"  James  Brewster, 
state  librarian,  said.  "This  is  the 
first  time  the  Lincoln  Piazza  Chair 
has  passed  out  of  private  hands." 

The  Connecticut  collections  now 
Includes  another  chair  used  by  the 
martyred  President,  the  table  on 
which  he  signed  the  Emancipation 
proclamation,  a  death  mask,  sev- 
eral keys  to  Libby  Prison,  and  a 
small  copper  candleabra  which 
stood  beside  Lincoln's  bier  follow- 
ing his  assassination. 


Lincoln  Chair  Goes 
To  State  Library  ..  . 

Hartford,  Conn.,  Jan.  6  —  (UP)  — 
Connecticut  State  Library  has  ac- 
quired the  huge  recking  chair  which 
was  a  favorite  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
while  he  was  in  the  White  House. 

After  Lincoln's  death  the  chair  was 
given  to  his  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Gideon  Welles,  who  brought  it  to 
Hartford  with  him  when  his  term 
ended.  It  changed  hands  several 
times  and  in  1899  its  custodian  was 
former  Rep.  E.  Hart  Fenn,  of  nearby 
Wethersfield. 

Fenn's  widow  presented  it  to  the 
library  as  amuseum  piece. 

"It's  a  new  discovery  in  Lincom 
memorabilia,"  James  Brewster,  state 
librarian,  said.  "This  is  the  first  time 
the  Lincoln  Piazza  Chair  has  passed 
out  of  private  hands." 

The  Connecticut  collection  now  in- 
cludes another  chair  used  by  the 
martyred  President,  the  table  oti 
which  he  signed  the  Emancipation 
Proclamation,  a  death  mask,  several 
keys  to  Libby  Prison  and  a  small 
copper  candleabra  which  stood  bes,ide 
Lincoln's  bier  following  his  assassina- 
tion. I 


Connecticut  Library  Gets' 
Lincoln's  Rocking  Chair 

White  HoiIs^lBwiture  Is  Now 
a  Museum  Piece  ,^ 
)  HARTFORD,  Conn.,  Jan.  27  UP). 
^?tie  Connecticut  State  Library  has 
ftcQuired  the  huge  rocking-chair 
Skwas  a  favorite. of  Abraham 
Lincoln  whUe  he  was  m  the  White 

"  Af'ter  Lincoln's  death  the  chair 
was  Riven  to  his  Secretary  of  the 
Savy  Seon  Welles,  who  brought 
It  to  Hartford  with  him  when  his 
term  ended.  It  changed  hands  sev- 
SZis,  and  in  1899  its  custodian 
was  former  Representative  E  Hart 
Fenn.  of  near-by  Wethersfield^  m 
Penn's  widow  presented  it  to  me 
library  as  a  museum  piece. 

"It's  a  new  discovery  in  Lincoln 
memorabilia,"  said  James  Brewster 
State  Librarian.  "This  is  the  firsti 
time  the  Lincoln  piazza  chair  has 
passed  out  of  private  hands.  J 
The  Connecticut  collection  now; 
includes  another  chair  used  by  the 
martyred  President,  the  table  on 
which  he  signed  the  Emancipation 
Proclamation,  a  death  mask,  several 
keys  to  Libby  Prison  and  a  snaall 
copper  candelabra  which  stood  be- 
side Lincoln's  bier  after  his  assassi- 
nation. 


From:  A.  J.LIViN.^O^T^Fsn  . 

'''Montreal ,  Op.n"  cIp  . 


Nev/  Yon  Herald  Tribune 
rAinday ,  Januar^^  28,1940 

Connecticut  Library  Gets 
Lincoln's  Rocking  Chair 

White  House  Furniture  Is  Now 
a  Museum  Piece 

HARTFORD,  Conn.,  Jan.  27  UP). 
—The  Connecticut  State  Library  has 
acquired  the  huge  rocking-chair 
which  was  a  favorite  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  while  he  was  in  the  White 
House. 

After  Lincoln's  death  the  chair 
was  given  to  his  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  Gideon  Welles,  who  brought 
it  to  Hartford  with  him  when  his 
term  ended.  It  changed  hands  sev- 
eral times,  and  in  1899  its  custodian 
was  former  Representative  E.  Hart 
Penn,  of  near-by  Wethersfield.  Mr. 
Penn's  widow  presented  it  to  the 
library  as  a  museum  piece. 

"It's  a  new  discovery  in  Lincoln 
memorabilia,"  said  James  Brewster, 
State  Librarian.  "This  is  the  first 
time  the  Lincoln  piazza  chair  has 
passed  out  of  private  hands."  ; 
l/The  Connecticut  collection  now 
includes  another  chair  used  by  the 
martyred  President,  the  table  on 
which  he  signed  the  Emancipation 
Proclamation,  a  death  mask,  several 
keys  to  Libby  Prison  and  a  small 
copper  candelabra  which  stood  be- 
side Lincoln's  bier  after  his  assassi- 
nation, i 
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